


In 1838, when my great-great-grandfather, Stanislaus 
Beaugez, made his way to the sleepy hamlet of present-day 
Ocean Springs, Miss., there were less than 300 inhabitants. 
Born in 1813 Paris, Stanislaus boarded the Jane Ross, in 
�
���ä �	���1�-� �ž�ä ���-���)��� �ž�ä ���'�.�*�ä �&�)�*�2�)�ä ���.�ä ���ä �6�.�#�$�)�"�ä �1�$�'�'���"� �ä �0�)�/�$�'�ä
the 1820’s. Upon signing the ship manifest in the Port of 
Orleans, he listed his occupation as merchant. Filled with 
an adventurous spirit, Stanislaus made his way from New 
Orleans to the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 

While I do not have knowledge of his complete skillset, it 
would appear Stanislaus found Ocean Springs attractive 
due to its rich abundance of 
seafood. In Ocean Springs, he 
soon married an 18-year-old local 
girl named Louise L’adnier, of 
Deer Island, Biloxi. She was the 
daughter of two of the oldest 
known families in the area, Jean 
Baptiste L’adnier and Julienne 
Celine LaFountaine (pronounced 
LaFontane), who were known to 
speak only French and lived very 
simple lives, including farming 
the Gulf. 

Christening records at the Cathedral of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in Biloxi, record Louise and Stanislaus 
���.�ä �#���1�$�)�"�ä �/�#� �ä �6�-�.�/�ä �*�!�ä �/� �)�ä ���#�$�'���-� �)�ä �$�)�ä �9�@�<�9�Ÿ�ä ���#� �ä �)�$�)�/�#�ä ���#�$�'���ž�ä
and third of four boys, was my great-grandfather, Alphonse. 
Stanislaus and Alphonse spoke only pure Parisian French 
and, as a family, worked together to harvest the bountiful 
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portion of the bounty for extra income. 

My grandfather, Henry Paul Beaugez, was born in 1889 on 
a piece of property that sits on high ground at the west 
end of the Ocean Springs Harbor. At a very young age, 
Grandpa began tonging oysters off a small skiff over a reef 
in the Biloxi Bay. Located at the eastern edge of the Ocean 
Springs Harbor, the reef was long ago moved due to over 
harvest by others who did not respect the environment. Just 
as agricultural farmers must allow their land to lay fallow 
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communities were layer upon layer of oyster shells. 

Today, the oyster population has 
dwindled to a negligible amount 
in the Biloxi Bay and commercial 
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many challenges across a 
variety of species. While proud 
of the history and heritage which 
accompany all aspects of the 
profession, it is a dying vocation. 
In the last 30 years, the number 
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has gone from 2,500 to 250. 
Due to the decline in resources, 

as well as the dangers and many hazards associated with 
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become extremely perilous.

Respect for the water and all resources by the whole of 
those who enjoy the richness found in the Gulf of Mexico 
will determine the fate of those warm waters in years to 
come. We have lost much, but have much remaining to 
treasure, protect and grow for future generations who will 
tell our story.

My grandfather, Henry Paul Beaugez,
was born in 1889 on a piece of property
that sits on high ground at the west end
of the Ocean Springs Harbor. At a very 

young age, Grandpa began tonging 
oysters off a small skiff over a reef 

in the Biloxi Bay.



Embrace Our Cultural Story
Our exciting oral history project that tells our story!

THE MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA
PRESENTS

National Heritage Areas are designated by Congress as places where natural, cultural, and historic re-

sources combine to form a cohesive, nationally important landscape. Through their resources, NHAs tell 

nationally important stories that celebrate our nation’s diverse heritage. NHAs are lived-in landscapes. 

We are proud of the people who make up this great place we call home and want to show you off to the 

rest of the nation. Let’s identlfy, preserve and promote the culture of the Mississippi Gulf Coast ... 

TOGETHER!

 msgulfcoastheritage.ms.gov.ms.gov

Follow us @ MSCOASTNHA



While COVID-19 may have shifted the scope of some Heritage Community Grant projects, it has done little to slow the 
great progress our 2020-2021 grant recipients are making. In this newsletter, we’ll give you a brief introduction to two 
organizations that are first time Heritage Community Grant recipients. For a complete list of our 2020-2021 Heritage 
Community Grant recipients, please see our Fall 2020 newsletter, available at issuu.com/mscoastnha/docs/ms_coast_
nha_newsletter_fall2020. 

2020-2021 MS Coast Heritage 
Community Grants Update

The Historic Ocean Springs Association (HOSA) was awarded a grant to create and install interpretive historic markers 
throughout Ocean Springs. HOSA is a non-profit, membership organization with the mission of promoting, protecting 
and preserving the unique charm of Ocean Springs. HOSA projects include the restoration and ongoing maintenance 
of historic Marshall Park; the creation of the HOSA John Blossman Garden at Shearwater Park as a very popular birding 
spot at the Inner Harbor. This project addresses the lack of interpretive signage for Ocean Spring’s historic resources. 
Ocean Springs has six national register historic districts, eight local historic districts and 13 individually listed properties, 
along with several other sites of cultural importance. Unique, custom signs, designed with public input, will be installed 
throughout the city at various locations. Signage will be like the sign created by HOSA that was placed in Marshall Park 
several years ago. Learn more about HOSA at the websitehosaoceansprings.com.

The John C. Robinson Brown Condor Association was awarded a grant to complete finishing touches 
on the Mississippi Aviation Heritage Museum. Located at 429 Pass Road in Gulfport, 

the museum is one of the coast’s newest attractions, having opened in the fall 
of 2020. The name of the association and museum honor pioneering 

African American aviator John C. Robinson. Known by his nickname, 
the “Brown Condor,” Robinson spent his early years in Gulfport where 
he developed a passion for flying. He would spend his life working to 
create equal opportunities in aviation for African Americans. Located 

adjacent to the Gulfport-Biloxi International Airport, the 52,000 square 
foot museum houses life-size exhibits from many of Mississippi’s historic 

aviators, including the likes of Apollo astronauts Fred Haise and Stu Roosa, 
Shuttle astronauts Donald Peterson and Richard Truly and aviation’s heroes 

and daredevils like the Key Brothers, Roscoe Turner and Jesse Brown. Learn more 
about the museum at the website browncondorassociation.com.



UPCOMING EVENTS
Upcoming Events

PICAYUNE STREET FESTIVAL

The 53rd Bi-Annual Spring Street Festival is in Downtown Picayune, MS
(I-59 Exit 4 to West Canal Street in Historic Downtown Picayune). 

Enjoy our Unique Downtown Shops and Dining along with 200+ Artisans 
and Craft Vendors. For more information, visit picayunemainstreet.com



GULF COAST SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA’S SOUNDS BY THE SEA 
Gulfport May 29, 6–9 pm   |   Pascagoula May 30, 5–9 pm

Sounds by the Sea is the Gulf Coast Symphony Orchestra’s celebration
on Memorial Day Weekend. These concerts are free to the public. Local talent will be the 

pre-show performance before the Gulf Coast Symphony Orchestra performs popular 
hits and the concert concludes with a fantastic firework show. These concerts take 

place at Jones Park in Gulfport and Beach Park in Pascagoula.

GULF COAST HISTORICAL & CULTURAL EXPO 
May 1-2, All Day

This expo is open to the public and will feature displays, presentations, 
demonstrations, lectures, films and performances by groups dedicated to the 

promotion of the history of the Gulf Coast. This event takes place
at Biloxi Visitors Center at 1050 Beach Blvd. in Biloxi.



Phone: (228) 523-4150
Web: msgulfcoastheritage.ms.gov

 Email: Heritage@dmr.ms.gov
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