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GRAND BAY NERR

The Grand Bay estuary is the largest area of emergent marsh connected 
to upland wet pine savanna in Mississippi, and one of the least developed 
shorelines in the northern Gulf of Mexico. The pristine habitats are home to 
numerous species. The estuary is an important nursery for juvenile fish, home 
to diamondback terrapins, bald eagles and osprey, and part of the Mississippi 
flyway for migratory birds. Shell middens are found scattered throughout the 
estuary. These specialized habitats rise above the marsh, have shell beaches, and 
cedar and oak trees. In addition to the interesting cultural and biological aspects 
of Grand Bay, it also has a unique geologic history. The Escaptawpa River once 
emptied into the Grand Bay estuary until it was captured by the Pascagoula 
River several thousand years ago. The large supply of fresh water and sediment 
created the marshlands as part of the river delta, but when the mainstem river 
changed direction a retrograding delta was left behind only connected to the river 
by overland flooding flows. Regular freshwater inflows are limited to rainwater 

runoff and flows from small creeks. A slow transition 
from a traditional, partially enclosed brackish water 
environment to a saltier, more open body of water has 
occurred over time. 

The Grand Bay Blueway spans twelve 
beautiful miles of Mississippi salt marsh habitat. The 
saltmarsh is a diverse habitat dominated by black 
needle rush, fringed by smooth cordgrass, with 
scattered maritime forests and shell middens. The 
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DESCRIPTION    



AVOID PA DDL ING UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUG S OR A LC OHOL . ALWAYS WE AR YOUR LIFE 
JACKE T AND CARRY A WHISTLE OR OTHER SOUND PRODUCING DE VICE, PREFER ABLY AT TACHED 
TO YOUR LIFE JACKE T. PADDLERS SHOULD CHECK WATER LE VEL AND TIDES, WE ATHER, AND 
WATERWAY CONDITIONS PRIOR TO E VERY TRIP. REMOVE WHAT YOU BRING, CLE AN UP MORE IF 
YOU CAN. AVOID TRESPASSING ON PRIVATE L ANDS. PLE ASE BE AWARE OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS 
AND ALWAYS RESPEC T THE WILDLIFE. REPORT ANY PROBLEMS YOU ENCOUNTER TO THE LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES IF APPROPRIATE.

twelve-mile trek begins at the Bayou Heron boat launch and ends at the Jackson 
County boat launch along Bayou Cumbest. For a short paddle, put in at either end 
and double back at any point. If paddling the entire route, remember to check the 
weather and tides. Shade is limited so bring sunscreen and hat.

Middle Bay’s waters can be rough, especially on windy days. We recommend 
following the route and sticking to the shoreline unless the seas are calm. While 
paddling the scenic water trail, enjoy a variety of wading birds at Catch ‘em All Bar 
(30°22’12.16”N, 88°24’25.87”W). Stop and explore a historic Native American shell 
midden at Bosarge Island (30°21’36.48”N, 88°25’09.00”W). 

See some of the equipment used by NERR scientists to monitor the waterway, like 
our System-Wide Monitoring Program Water Quality and weather stations. Enjoy 
scenic views of the pine islands or historic Escatawpa River levees throughout 
Bayou Cumbest. Grand Bay is also peppered with unique habitats such as salt 
pannes, pocket beaches and maritime forests. Can you spot them all?

**This is a protected area. Take only pictures and leave only footprints. Though there 
are no hazards expected, this route takes you away from civilization. Utmost care 
should be exercised. Always leave your float plan with a friend before you launch.**

Points of Interest
1. Catch’em All Bar (30°22’12.16”N, 88°24’25.87”W)
2. Bosarge Island (30°21’36.48”N, 88°25’09.00”W)


